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for a broad development towards a political and econ-
omic system of alliances within which all partners would reap
the advantage of association in a great common region. It
would be the repetition on a higher level of the slow but
purposeful work represented by the Prussian Zollverein,
which laid the real foundations f6r Bismarck's edifice of the
German Empire.

"Good/* commented the General. "A useful idea. But
how far is Poland a reliable partner? Would there not be
reason to fear that in a crisis France would seduce our
partner and isolate us politically?53

I replied that in any case the risk was less than that of
the war which, if another course was followed, would
become inevitable. The men in touch with the Ftihrer felt
a need for quick and showy successes, but they were also
convinced that Germany's future lay in domination over
other nations, instead of leadership in a group of allies.
They rested all their hopes on acquisitions through superior
force, evincing a type of realism that ignored one of the most
essential real factors, that of good will and voluntary
co-operation.

"I agree with you that an attempt to base Germany's rise
purely on superior force would be a repetition of past errors,
But/9 continued General von Fritsch, "my objection is that
you want to help Poland, a potential enemy, out of a
precarious situation and then present your claims on her.
We have not had such good experiences with a policy of
making concessions in advance as to be prepared to continue
that policy voluntarily. Is not your proposal against every
rule of political common sense?**

I replied that France seemed clearly to follow the prin-
ciple of not making concessions in advance, but th#t our
own experience threw doubt on the wisdom of such a
policy and the chances of success it offered. To keep a
political opponent down until he fought his way up again
despite all obstacles seemed to me to.be one of the most
futile of political conceptions,

The General turned to the Russian problem, indicating
that, for reasons of inilitary poliey and for other, kindbred
reasons, he had reganied a modern ^onlinuation of the